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PRINCIPALõS REPORT 
 
WELCOME TO NEW STAFF 
 

Welcome back to the 2009 school year.  As always we welcome a number 
of new staff to join us. 

 

Mr Rick Avery comes to us 
as a Leading Teacher and 
will be in overall charge of 
the Senior School student 
wellbeing which is the role 
he had at Benalla College 
last year.  He takes the 
place of Mr Fitzpatrick. Mr 
Avery is also the Year 11 
Co-ordinator and will be 
teaching Maths at Year 11, 
VCAL and Year 9 levels. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Mr Peter Read is an 
experienced teacher and 
will be teaching Multi-
Media, Drama and English.  
He will also be leading the 
IT Learning Area. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr Daniel Hale is another 
experienced teacher and 
will be teaching Science 
and Maths. 
 

 

 

COMING EVENTS  
 

Thursday, 12 February 
Junior Barbecue, 6pm 

 

Monday, 16 February 
School Council Meeting, 

7.30pm 
 

Tuesday, 17 February 
House Swimming Sports, 

Seymour 
 

Wednesday, 18 February 
VCE/VCAL Barbecue 

 

Friday, 20 February 
School Photos 

 

Thursday, 26 February 
Round Robin Sport,  

Years 7-12 
 

Tuesday 3 March 
Alex Wilson Art Exhibition 

4.30-6.30pm 
 

Wednesday, 4 March 
Finance Committee Meeting, 

7.30pm 
 

Monday, 9 March 
Labour Day Holiday 

 

Wed. 11  ï  13 Fri. March 
Year 7 Camp, Healesville 

 

Monday, 30 March 
House Athletics, Epping 

 
 

 

TERM DATES  
 

Term 2 
     20 April to 26 June 
Term 3 
     13 July to 18 September 
Term 4 
     5 October to 18 December 
 

 

  

Newsletters may be downloaded from http://intranet.broadfordsc.vic.edu.au and homeworkworld.com.au 

View the photos in colour  
 

Upwards through knowledge  
 

http://intranet.broadfordsc.vic.edu.au/
http://intranet.broadfordsc.vic.edu.au/


 2 

We also have a number of teachers starting their careers this year. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Mr Michael Jandula will be teaching 
Drama at VCE level and Humanities.  
Along with Mr Read he will be responsible 
for this yearôs school production ï Grease. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Ms Tara Larkin will be teaching 
Accounting and Business Studies at VCE 
level and Humanities. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Mr Mark Shalala will be teaching Human 
Development at VCE level, P.E. and 
Health and Humanities. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Ms Emily Gannon will be teaching English 
and comes to us from England. 
 

 
 
 
Our VET program has been strengthened this year. 



 3 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Mr Shane Elliott will be running the 
Hospitality classes on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays as well as the VCAL Foods 
class. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Jeff Evans will be here on 
Wednesdays, taking the VET music 
classes. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Kevin Ezard, well known to many of us 
in Broadford, is taking the VET Building 
and Construction class on Wednesdays. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Ms Amy Zdzralka is taking on the role of 
Laboratory Technician in the Science area. 
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Mrs Eve Hastie, who many students will 
remember as running the canteen, will be 
here part-time in the Foods area. 
 

 

 
 
Our Welfare team has been strengthened 
by the appointment of Ms Kirsty Roberts 
who started with us late in November. 
Kirstyôs time is shared between us and the 
Primary School and will strengthen the 
relationships in student welfare programs 
between the two schools. 
 

 
We also welcome back Mrs Campbell, Mr Burn, Ms Higginson and Ms De Melo from leave in Term IV 2008.  
Congratulations to Ms De Melo on her marriage, she will now be known as Mrs Hamilton. 
 
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS, STUDENTS AND STAFF BOOKLET 
All the vital information you need to know for this year is in the óInformation for Students, Parents, and Staffô 
booklet, which was distributed to all students this week. Please make sure you find it and familiarise yourself 
with the contents.  Keep it handy in the home so you can refer to it as needed. 
 
ABSENCES 
If your child is absent from school, it helps us greatly if you call the office to notify us of this.  On returning to 
school, please ensure your student gives the Office a note signed by you.  Similarly, if a student needs to 
leave school before the end of the day, they must have a note (or you must have made contact by phone) 
before signing out.  If arriving late, students must also sign in and provide a note. These are legal 
requirements on the school.  
 
EXTREME HEAT POLICY 
Contrary to popular belief, there is no Education Department policy on days of extreme heat.  I simply ask 
parents to be aware of the weather forecast for the day and make a decision as to whether your child should 
attend.  Given most of our students are bus travellers and this service is linked in with other schools, there is 
no capacity to send students home early.  
 
AMBULANCE AND MEDICAL/DENTAL COVER 
The school strongly advises families to have Ambulance cover.  If your child is deemed seriously ill, or has an 
accident every attempt will be made to contact you but the decision to call an ambulance may be made 
simultaneously. There is also no accident or dental cover by the Department. Parents are encouraged to 
ensure they have appropriate medical insurance.   
 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE  
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not provide personal accident insurance 
for students.  Parents/guardians are generally responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including any transport costs.  Reasonable low cost accident insurance policies are available from 
the commercial insurance sector.  Some forms are available in the Office Foyer. 
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NEWSLETTER 
This first newsletter is posted home to all families.  
The newsletter comes out every Friday fortnight without fail.  Copies are handed out to students (eldest in 
family) to take home.   Spare copies are always available at the Office.    
 
LABELING BOOKS AND UNIFORM ITEMS  
We are very conscious of the costs involved to families of books and clothing items. Please ensure all such 
items are clearly labelled. Texts should be labelled in several places including on a particular page number. 
Every term there are a number of un-named items which do not find their way back to their owner. 
 
Finally, please ensure all items of clothing and books etc are clearly named. Please take every opportunity to 
meet your childôs teachers in the coming weeks. You are always welcome to contact the school by phone and 
we are certainly encouraging the use of email where convenient. Talk to your child to find out who the key 
welfare staff are for them. Ideally, go through the information booklet together. 
 
Good luck. 
 
Jim Alsop. 
 
 

EDUCATIONAL MAINTENANCE 
ALLOWAN CE 200 9 

 

 Eligible parents will receive $443 to support their 
childôs education this year. 
 

To be eligible the student must be under 16 years 
of age and the parent (guardian) must be the 
beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or 
benefit within the meaning of the State 
Concessions Act as at 30January. Clarification of 
eligibility can be made by enquiring at the Office. 
The School encourages eligible parents to endorse 
their EMA to the School as this facilitates the 
efficient and flexible use of the money. unused 
money can be órolled overô or refunded to parents 
for use in the following year. 
 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE 20 FEBRUARY, 2009 

 

2007 CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE  
 

Students who live 4.8 kilometres (closest point of 
property boundary in relation to the stop) from their 
bus stop may be eligible for conveyance allowance.  
Forms will be available from the General Office.  
Applications for Semester 1 Conveyance 
Allowance will close 9 February 2009.  
 

UNIFORM SHOP  
 

Uniform Shop will be open on Tuesdays from: 
 

8:30am ï 9:00am 
1:00pm ï 4:00pm 

 

Uniform items may also be ordered directly from 
the Victorian Schoolwear Company using the order 
form available from the Office.  (The $10 postage 
fee is not applicable when ordering through the 
Office.) 
 

Please note that cheques are not accepted at the 
Uniform Shop however EFTPOS is available. 

PERSONAL GOODS BROUGHT TO 
SCHOOL  

 

Personal property (mobile phones, iPods, 
calculators, toys, sporting equipment) brought to 
school by students is at the ownerôs risk and the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development (or School) does not accept any 
responsibility for any loss or damage. 
 

Please note the Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development does not hold insurance 
for personal property brought to schools and it will 
generally NOT pay for any loss or damage to such 
property. 
 

MOBILE PHONES  
 

Students are strongly discouraged from bringing 
mobile phones to school.  The school will always 
pass on valid messages between parents and 
students. Mobile phones are a continual source of 
problems, including harassment and óprankingô, not 
to mention when they are lost or stolen. 
 

The school will in no way be responsible for the 
theft or disappearance of phones, large amounts of 
money, CDs or Discmans.  When such incidents do 
occur students and parents are advised to report it 
to the police. 

Mobile phones and iPods are not to be 
taken to class. 
 

SICK STUDENTS  
 
Some students may become ill while at school.  We 
try to avoid students missing valuable class time 
and falling behind falling behind in their work. 
 

Unless it is an emergency, students will need to 
report to their set class.  The teacher, after marking 
them on the roll and giving them the set work for 
the lesson, will then direct them to the Staffroom 
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where a teacher will sign them into Sick Bay.  The 
work will need to be completed for homework. 
 

Staff are not permitted to administer any 
medication ï including Panodol. 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

It may be necessary for the student to be collected 
from school if unwell and we ask that 
parents/guardians update mobile and landline 
telephone numbers.  In the case of an emergency it 
can be very distressing for a student if we cannot 
contact you.  We do our very best to care for our 
students but need you to help us by updating 
phone numbers, medical details and ensuring you 
have ambulance cover. 
 

Students who suffer from Asthma should carry their 
own medication at all times.  It should be regularly 
checked to see that it is full and in date. 
 
 

YEAR 7 NEWS!  

 
 
THE DAUNTING START 
 

Some see the start of high school as daunting and 
terrifying. Perhaps it is because you have to find 
your way around a maze of unfamiliar buildings, 
randomly labelled without much apparent purpose 
with a B block and no A or C blocks, and an S 
block without an R or T.  Or maybe it is because 
you are one of 100 faces seated among giants who 
bombard you with information and instructions as 
what you have anticipated starts to become reality. 
Maybe it is the user-unfriendly lockers, or timetable 
with its cryptic codes and strange class times that 
can begin or end at 10:33, or 12:02, 1:17, or 2:02. 
Never has an accurate watch been so important! 
Or is it that there are dates to remember, protocol 
to understand, rules to memorise, friends to make 
and reputations to establish? 
 

I guess there are some reasons to be daunted after 
all! 
 
 
 
 

HELP AT HAND 
 

With all this in mind, there are some very simple 
ways that one can get the hang of their initiation 
and transition to secondary education. 
 

For a start, students should utilise their advocate 
for things such as mastering lockers and the 
timetable. 
 

Parents can help by ensuring that their child can 
understand the timetable by running some 
refresher courses during the ads when Neighbours 
is on.  Books should be labelled clearly for each 
subject to ensure that organisation is maintained. 
Furthermore, the school website 
homeworkworld.com.au provides updates for 
parents and students as well as course outlines, 
due dates and supporting documents.  This website 
will continue to be updated throughout the year (I 
promise). 
 

For some stimulating reading during Home and 
Away ads, the Parent/Student Guide is a handbook 
that parents should go through with their child.  
This will outline our school goals and values as well 
as provide information on behavioural expectations 
and uniform. 
 

Last of all, a well maintained school planner is vital 
for organisation. Students must use this to take 
notes, write down tasks, reminders, etc and parents 
must ensure that they are taking it home and using 
it properly. 
 

So I guess, after all that, the transition isnôt that 
hard after all. 
 
MEET THE ADVOCATES ï YEAR 7, 8 AND 9! 
 

The Junior School Barbecue, to be held on 
THURSDAY 12 FEBRUARY, 6pm is an extremely 
important date on the school calendar.  This 
barbecue, to be held at The Terrace, the courtyard 
near the Forum, is a chance for parents to meet 
teachers, and most vitally, advocates, while 
enjoying a meal in the picturesque gardens.  
Please RSVP to the General Office by Monday the 
9th to ensure that the snag supply isnôt depleted. 
 
YEAR 7 CAMP 09! 
 

Permission slips for the Year 7 camp will be going 
home this week.  The camp will be in Healesville at 
Ferngully Lodge from March 11 to 13.  There is no 
false advertising here, there are lots of ferns at the 
lodge and numerous gullies.  But the venue could 
also be called óhappy camp lodgeô because there 
will be heaps of happiness at the lodge too.  The 
cost is $180 and includes accommodation, food, 
activities and friendship. The camp is an 
opportunity to get to know all members of the Year 
7 team - students and advocates.  Parents are 
advised to set the timer on the video for 
Neighbours and Home and Away for these dates. 
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LITERACY AND NUMERACY ENHANCEMENT 
HOMEWORK 
 

Weekly homework tasks are issued for English and 
Maths.  The first English task has been given and 
all English will be due in each Monday.  Homework 
documents will be available on the website shortly. 
These tasks are designed to support students in 
their literacy and numeracy development and 
engage students with their family and community. 

 
YEAR 7 and 8 PE CLASSES  

 
From Monday 9 February until the March long 
weekend, all Year 7 and  Year 8 PE classes will be 
conducted at the Broadford Swimming pool.    
 

Students will take part in water games, safety and 
survival skills, confidence building activities and 
some swimming stroke instruction. 
 

All students are expected to participate and there is 
no charge for this activity. 
 

Students are required to bring their swimming togs, 
towel, sunscreen and hat, and a separate t-shirt if 
they are likely to be easily sunburnt.  (Don't forget 
the dry underwear!)  If they are unable to 
participate they must have a signed note with the 
explanation to be given to the PE teacher.  There 
will be alternative work set for non-participants. 
 

If you have any queries, please contact your child's 
PE teacher or me. 
 

Mrs Robin Audehm, 
PE/Health Co-ordinator. 
 

BUS NEWS  

 
Special notice for Broadford Secondary College 
students who travel by train in the mornings. 
Following is the timetable for the extension to the 
Wallan train connector service to convey students 
who are currently unable to use the existing  school 
bus system. 
 

Wallan Township Bus Timetable: 
 

7.40am Wallan East TrainStation 

7.45am High Street Shops 
(side road, BSC stop) 

7.46am Wellington Street terminus 
(bus shelter  cnr Queen Street) 

7.50am Watson Street @ Raglan Street 
(between Raglan & Stanley Streets) 

7.51am Watson Street @ McCarthy Court 
(opp. McCarthy Crt bus stop) 

7.55am Wallan East Train Station 

Parents dropping their students at school are 
reminded that students should be dropped off at 
the Pinniger Street entrance to the school, near the 
canteen gates.  No parking at the front of the 
school (Snodgrass Street) please. 
 

Students and parents need to be aware of the 
following bus travel rules. 
1. On leaving a bus, students must wait on the 

same side of the road until the bus has moved 
on and they have a clear view of the road in 
both directions before attempting to cross the 
road. 

2. Parents waiting for students at a bus stop 
should wait on the same side of the road as 
the bus so as to eliminate any risks of students 
running across the road. 

3. Students should be at their home bus stop in 
the morning at least 5 minutes prior to the 
expected time for collection.   

 

Mrs E Beedall 
Bus Co-ordinator. 
 

SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS  
 

Welcome back to all senior students for 2009.  It is 
important that you start the year organized and 
demonstrate commitment from the start.  Students 
should now be developing a comprehensive school 
and home study schedule.  The senior school team 
looks forward to seeing every senior student 
succeed in 2009.  
 

Students are now entering the final years of their 
formal education and should be setting workable 
and achievable goals, for the rest of their formal 
schooling and life beyond school.   Students should 
leave nothing behind after leaving school and 
saying ñI regret I didnôt do better in é..ò, therefore, I 
believe that students should have the motto óNO 
REGRETSô.  If you have no regrets at the end of 
your formal schooling, it would mean that you tried 
your best and that is all anyone can ask of you.  
 

The senior school team has remained very much 
the same as 2008, with one change being myself 
(Rick Avery) replacing Sean Fitzpatrick as the 
senior school coordinator, with Sean moving on to 
greener pastures.  I join Broadford Secondary 
College from Benalla Secondary, where I was the 
Senior School Co-ordinator.  I look forward to a 
challenging and rewarding year in 2009.  
 

Mrs Hamilton (formally Ms De Melo), has joined the 
Senior Team in charge of Curriculum.  She will be 
having a lot of input into programs in particular the 
Tutorial Planning sessions.  She will also be 
involved in course counselling later in the year.  
She is a most welcome addition to our team. 
 

A reminder that the VCE and VCAL family BBQ will 
be happening on Wednesday 18 February, parents 
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and guardians of VCE and VCAL students are 
invited to come along and meet teachers and hear 
information about their studentôs course and 
expectations.  More information will be sent home 
with students in the coming weeks. 
 

NEED FURTHER ASSISTANCE? 
 

Teachers at the school are very approachable 
about extra assistance. 

¶ After school tuition will run on Monday and 
Wednesday  from 3.30 until 5.00pm in the 
library. 

¶ Similar times are available as work sessions 
on Tuesday and Thursday by arrangement. 

¶ Individual faculties and teachers run 
lunchtimes sessions for extra help.   

¶ The Art Faculty allows students to make 
use of the facilities and time on a regular 
basis as student folios near completion. 

¶ Special sessions for skill building and exam 
techniques are publicized and made 
available later in the year.  

Please see Miss Reid or Mrs Hamilton for more 
details. 
 
The skyôs the limit for our 2009 students! 
 
In 2008 our students achieved excellent results.   
 

Christopher Emmett was also recognized by 
Melbourne University.  He had been taking part in 
University studies in Biology and was the highest 
achiever at the University.  A presentation 
ceremony occurred on 18 December at the 
University, where his outstanding achievement was 
acknowledged.    
 

The University offers this program to highly 
motivated students in the areas of Business, 
English, Languages, Mathematics, Philosophy and 
Science.   An article, featuring Chris, is expected in 
the Education Age in the coming months. 
 

 
Christopher Emmett receiving his award at 
Melbourne University. 
 

Over the holidays more good news arrived as over 
80% of students who applied, received first round 
offers for further studies.  
 

With hard work and perseverance on behalf of the 
students, teachers and the families, the sky truly 
has been the limit for our class of 2008, and for 
2009éé  No Regrets. 

 
YEAR 12 VCAL 
 

 
 
Students are hard at work already and have 
commenced planning for a Community Project. 
 

These projects are about helping and enhancing 
our Community.  Students will be in small groups 
sourcing permission, sponsorship and purchasing 
supplies from local businesses. 
 

Last year the students raised money for the RSL by 
holding a lunch time BBQ and built a vegetable 
garden at the Broadford Primary School.  The 
students are very excited about the projects for this 
year. 
 

If you have a task that these students could help 
with please contact the school and leave a 
message for the Year 12 VCAL students to contact 
you. 
 

Mr Rick Avery, 
Senior School Coordinator. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Wilson  
 

Solo Exhibition  
John Patterson Gallery  

 

Tuesday 3 March  
4.30 �± 6.30pm  

W ine and cheese provided.  
 


